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(Of all created things, the loveliest 
And most divine, are children. 


= William Canton. danuary 1991 














Dear children, 


With this issue, we begin the year 1991; and we step into 
the last decade of this century. Doesn't that sound exciting? 

We live in a fast-changing world — we see so many new 
developments every day, It is important that you read the 
newspapers so that you keep in-touch with the changing events, 
even if they don't actualy touch your daily life. 





You must have noticed a few changes in Gokulam in the 
past two issues. We would like you to write and tell us what you 
feel about the changes, which features and stories you like or 
do not like, and why. 

Wishing you a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


With love, 


Yad 


Editor. 
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‘Alot of people who want to easily 
‘eam money, turn to film-making. But, it 
's not as easy as it looks. 

‘When one takes a movie, one should 
first attack the theme. After this one 
should decide upon the setting or the, 
whereabouts ofthe story. The characters 
are usually the most difficult part, for 
‘one has to get the right airs, moods, 
‘graces etc, inthe characters. An innocent 
looking person would not fit in the role 
‘of a vlan, Whereas a person with sly 
{face will. This is why one should choose 
the actors carefully. 

‘Sometimes movies cost more to make, 
than to sell. One should also be ready 
for fares. You see, making a movie is 
not one of the easiest jols on the surface 
of the earth. 





Dhivya Srinivasan, aged 12, 
‘The School, K.F.L, 
‘Madras - 600 020 


Dear Editor, 

India is called the land of unity in 
diversity, But the people of India have 
rnot lived up to this. What, with com 
‘munal riots and nation-wide struggles, 





India is fast moving towards destruction 
Unless wo, the people of India stand 
united, India will totter towards a 
‘great fall 

‘So we should all unite and sow the 
seeds of love between one another 
‘and uproot hatred. 


V. Arunkumar, 
Bangalore - 560 010. 
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Dear Editor, 

T saw the game ‘Racing’ in the May'90 
{ssue of ‘Gokulam’, I request you to 
publish your games on the centre fold. 


M. Anand, aged 16, 
Madras - 600 073 
Dear Editor, 

‘There are many forms of pollution, 
but the most obviously hazardous to 
‘human health is atmospheric pollution. 

In Indi, alr pollution, in one way, has 
reduced the average lie expectancy of 
‘man. For example, recent reseatches 
reveal the dangers that threaten the lfe 
‘on earth. 

The ozone layer (i fiters the dangerous 
ultra-violet rays from sun-light) has been 
very badly depleted due to industrial 
‘wastes in recent years. (eg. CFC — Choro 
Fluro Carbon). We may not be affected 
ly this, presently. But our successors, 
may be affected 





‘Thus the preservation of atmosphere 
is an investment for future. 

"MAN IS WHAT NATURE HAS MADE. 
HIM” 

‘So when we become future leaders of 
‘our country, we should take measures to 
‘prevent air pollution. 


D. Shyam Sundar Balaji, 
‘Madras - 600 020. 


Dear Editor, 

In the June "90 issue of “Gokulam’ | 
read an article called ‘Aeromodelling’. 
‘At the end of the article you have given 
Information : India Hobby Centre, 
Madras.’ [want to know the full address 
of this centre 


Gurumani, 
Bombay - 400 031 


The address of India Hobby Centre at 
Bombay is — 
INDIA HOBBY CENTRE, 
538, Maharishi Karve Road, 
Opposite Marine Line Station, 
Bombay - 2, 


Ed, 












‘STONE AGE, 


Q 
Dear Editor, 

We live in a civilized age. People 
have begun to believe that all are equal, 
and tha all religions are the same, But 
some people mil fight over religion like 
barbarians. 

‘An example isthe Ramjanma Bhoomi 
= Babri Masjid inue. Why can't all 
people worship together whether they. 
are Hindus or Muslims? Why should 
people be killed and masacred unneces: 
sarily? It looks as though map, instead 
‘of becoming more advanced, is heading 
towards another stone age. Let us, as 
the Farur generation, forget the barriers 
of caste and creed and live in peace 
and harmony, 





Vid 
Madras - 600 018, 











Dear Editor, 

Tama regular reader of ‘Gokulam’. In 
the November '90 issue, in the article 
“Tundra, the pictures of bids and animals 
‘on pages 24 and 25 were interchanges! 
May [know why? 


S. Sriram, aged 12, 





We at ‘Gokulam’ were shivering so 
with cold while handling the feature on 
‘Tundre thatthe illustrations got suitched 
Sony! The correction is printed alongside. 
Please enter in your copies of the 
‘November issue 
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THE LEGEND OF PURUSHOTTAM DEV 
AND PADMAVATHY of 





his story goes back hun. 
ldreds of years, when the 
Kalinga kingdom, (Orissa 


of today), was ruled by a king called 
Purushottam Dev 





Purushottam Dev was known 
not only for his valour and wisdom, 
but for his piety too, He was an 
ardent devotee of Lord Jagannath 
of Puri, He was even considered 
to be an Avatara of the diety him: 
self 

Now Purushottam Dev wanted 
to marry Padmavathy, the peerless 
princess of Kanchi, a small neigh 
bour kingdom, The king of Kanchi 
was at first more than willing to 
give Padmavathy’s hand in mart 
age to him. And then he came to 
know that Purushottam Dev swept 
the streets! 

“How can a king give his 
daughter in marriage toa swee 
per?" he thought, So he changed 
his mind, and refused Purushottam 
Dev's proposal. 

Why at all should a king sweep 


the streets?” You might ask, 

Each temple has its own festivals 
and rituals, the Puri temple not 
‘excepted. Before the famous Ratha 
Yatra (Chariot festival) of the Puri 
Temple begins, a unique ritual is 


performed, The king, sweeps the 
streets through which the sacred 
chariot will be pulled,” The broom 
is made of gold and the act is a 
symbolic one. It expresses the 
King’s humility before his subjects 
and the deity, and upholds the 
dignity of labour. 

All the same, however noble the 
‘dea, the king of Kanchi did not 
like it one bit. 

““A king is a king, and a sweeper 
is a sweeper,” he thought. He 
believed that it was below the 
dignity of a king to sweep, even if 
it was with a golden broom, 











Heartbroken by the refusal, 
Purushottam Dev at once waged 
a battle on Kanchi, and returned 
home with the same speed — 
defeated! 

But he did not give up. He 
collected another army, a stronger 
one, and made ready for the 
second battle, This time, however, 
he was humble enough to seek 
the blessings of the deity, The 
deity appeared before him in'a 
dream and promised to help him. 

{As promised, the deity and his 
elder brother, Balabhadra came 
dressed as warriors, mounted on 





7 To this day the eldest member of the onedime royal family performs the 


ritual, 





white and black horses respectively, 
and headed for the battle-field. 
Wanting to reach the battle-field 
before the Kalinga army did, they 
braved the blazing sun and rode 
‘on, ignoring their parched throats 
crying for something to drink 


At last, on the way they saw 
Manika Gauduni selling curds, and 
were delighted, Only when Manika 
Gauduni asked for payment, did 
they realize that they had not 
carried any money. Unperturbed, 
the deity, gave his diamond ring 
to her instead." 

Simple Manika was baffled by 
the dazzling diamond ring, and 


wondered what she could do with 
it. 

“Give it to your king who is 
following us.with his army,” they 
suggested, “He will give you the 
money for the curds we have had.” 

Manika anxiously waited for the 
king and his army to come by. At 
last, they came. The dazaling ring 
‘was given to the king. As soon as 
he saw it,he realized that the deity 
was fulfilling his promise. 

“You are very fortunate,” the 
king told Manik. “You have 
quenched the thirst of the Lord of 
the Universe Himself.” The king 
then bequeathed a village on her 
for her simplicity and named it 
Manikapatna.** 

Needless to say, Purushottam 
Dev won this battle and brought 
back with him a beautiful captive 
— Padmavathy, the princess of 
Kanchi — meaning to marry her 
off tothe first sweeper who sought 
her hand. 

‘About that time, the next chariot 
festival of Puri came round. And, 
as usual, Purushottam Dev was 
sweeping the street with a gold 
broom. Before he could finish, a 
\wise minister brought the beautiful 
Padmavathy there, and placed her: 
hand in the hands of the ‘sweeper’ 
king. The ‘sweeper’ king willingly 
accepted the hand. 


S. BALAKRISHNAN. 





+ The scene ofthe deity giving his ring to Manika is avery popular theme 
vento this day, in the traditional flk art of Patachitra (paintings) of Orisa 


“++ Manikapatna is still known for is milk products, especially curds 


10 





FAMOUS CARTOONIST RANU'S x * * 


& KUNDU COMICS x 63 













(cmmuonetes Mowat comics) 
NOW ONWARDS 9 
JOIN AND ENJOY THE ISSUES. G) 
Each issue - Rs.A/- raves 


‘Annual Subscription - Rs.A0/+ 
SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION BY M.O. or D.D. 





For All Comespondences Mail your letters to Mg Publications 
'No3, Sundareswarar Street, 


_ at 











Dear children, ition. ow ready 
iGokulam’ has a gift for yo ‘Your calendar is NOW 
ost ta elo appr NEW TEAR! 


colendat puro. our father Love, 
remove it, ask en qhe 
to 


‘Aunty Leela. 








HAPPY 1991! 

















YOGA FOR YOU 





Last month we did Sukhasana for better concentration. ~ 
This month we will add Talasana for better co-ordination. 


For good health and an erect posture, its necessary that 
the interspaces between the vertebrae are kept normal. 
Talasana serves this purpose too, 


We will practise two variations 
of this asana. 

1, Stand straight with your feet 
parallel and 10” » 12" apart 

Keep your hands at your sides, 
your neck straight and your chin 
drawn in. 

Now begin breathing in and raise 
your right hand forward and 
upwards. While doing this gradual 
ly raise yourself on your toes, 
(Time : 2 seconds) 


Your arm should be fully stretch- 
ed upwards, with the polms facing 
inwards. Your stretched arm 
should touch your ears. 

Hold your breath in this position, 
(Time :4 seconds) 

Now breathing out, lower your 
arm by stretching it out, backwards 
and down and lower your raised 
heels at the same time, (Time : 2 
seconds) 

Repeat the asana with the left 
hand. 

This completes the fist variation. 


2. In the second variation, (see 
fig, 1, 2, 3) breathing in, raise both 
your arms while raising yourself 
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‘on your toes, (Time : 2 seconds) 
Stretch upwards and hold your 
breath in this position, (Time : 4 
seconds) 
Breathing out lower both your 
arms outwards and backwards and 
down, (Time : 2 seconds) 


‘Your hands must go as far bock 
«8 possible when they are lower- 
ed. To keop your balance, fix 
your gaze on some point in front 
of you, at eye level. Do not hurry 
‘over the asana. 


‘These two variations of Talasana 
should be practised 4 times each. 

You are bound to feel the good 
effects of stretching the skeletal 
muslces. 

While doing the asana, check 
the position of your feet arms 
‘abdomen and spine. 

‘Are your palms facing inwards? 

Are your arms stretched taut 
(not limp)? 

Check the focus of your eyes 
‘and the rise of your heels. 

‘Arms to touch the sides of your 
‘ears. Feet parallel. 





HG 


Let the concentration you have acquired from Sukhasana 
help you in doing Talasana, 

In certain asanas one is required to co-ordinate the 
body and the mind. 

Talasana is one such asana, 

This asana gives your whole body a stretch. 

It helps in the expansion of your lungs, develops your 
respiratory muscles, improves the capacity of your lungs and 
aids blood circulation, 


Talasana gives you a balanced state of body and mind. 
Practise your Yoga asanas regularly 

Have faith in Yoga. miravig 

Yoga Institute 

Santa Cruz (E) 

Bombay. 


Raja : Lam so homesick, 
‘Ravi : But tis is your home! 
Raja: know, and Lam sick of it! 
Vinu, i 




















‘THE LOVELY MOON 


Your conqueror, Neil Armstrong, 
Said that your surface is very strong, 
I don't think it is wrong, 

For on you, I'm writing a song 
There on the sky, is a ball 
Which flashes its light, on the 
It is known as the moon, 
Which I would like to reach s 
It comes out at night 
And gives us tremendc 

O.Moon, I would like to see 

You, standing on the sea, 

Book for me a place 

For I would like to come to space. 


CV. Krishnan, aged 13, 
Coimbatore - 641 045. 








FIND THE HILL RESORTS 


Fifteen Hill resorts are hidden in this 
grid. Can you spot them? You can move 
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Madras. 


Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 








Savitha Narayan, aged 9, 
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Solution on page 80 








Long, long ago in the land of 
China, there existed a species 
of vertebrates known as Dragons, 

They were long, tall and horny 
creatures. 

They moved very slowly and 
their legs were not suitable for 
catching their prey. 

But they could emit fire from 
their tunnel-like mouths, 

The flames would shoot out to 
quite a distance. They would singe, 
scorch and cook the prey in a 
matter of seconds, The dragons 
could then comfortably swallow it 

One day a poor, old dragon fell 
ill, So it could not throw out flames, 
Only air hissed out and what could 
that do? As a result, the dragon 
had to go hungry for days and 
became very weak, 

A friendly dragon noticed the 
plight of the suffering dragon. It 








suggested a visit to the dragonian 
doctor. 

The old dragon tottered and 
tumbled and dragged itself to the 
doctor who was none other than a 
wise old owl 

“Open your mouth wide and 
keep your tongue in,” ordered the 
‘owl and the dragon meekly obeyed. 

The owl then squinted and 
peeped into his mouth, 

“Homible, really horrible. Your 
teeth and tongue are not at all 
clean, Though this is the first ime 
I look into a dragon’s mouth, | 
know. Now tell me what's your 
problem?" 

“Lam very weak, My fire-box is 
not functioning at all. Iam not 
able to catch my prey, doctor.” 

“Ah, that should help to reduce 
your fat! Good!" the owl joked, 

“Let me see, open your feed-box 


again,” it commanded, 

‘Now in the sunlight, the owl 
could clearly see what was troubling 
the dragon. 

The fire-box was blocked by a 
piece of bone, probably from the 
dragon's last dinner. 

The dragon was keeping its jaws 
wide open and the owl, for a 
minute, thought of getting into its 
mouth and removing the bone: 


Then being old and wise it had 
a second thought, It knew that 
the dragon was miserably hungry. 
It saw a stork standing on one 
foot in a nearby pond, patiently 
waiting for fish to come by. 


“Hey, stork!” called the owl,, 


“You have a long beak. Help me 
to pull out the bone from the 
dragon's mouth.” 

“Won't it eat me?” asked the 





all, 


stork nervously. 

“No no, Dragons eat only when 
the prey is dead,” stated the owl. 
“If so, 1 shall help,” said the 
stork and carefully removed the 
bone. 

No sooner was the bone out 
than, “Hiss.ssss.!” And out shot 
a shaft of flame. It singed, scorched 
and roasted the stork. 

The dragon greedily swallowed 
itup. 

“Yes. I didn't bluff, The stork 
‘was eaten only after it was dead,” 
the owl consoled itself. “All the 
same, never again will I cure a 
dragon.” 

Pethaps that is why dragons 
gradually vanished from this earth 
and became extinct. 






KAILASH, 
Tirunelveli - 11. 


‘THE CAT AND THE MOUSE 


In alittle red house 
Lived a little mouse 
Which wore gloves 

The colour of its house 
There came a fat cat 
Wearing a very big hat 
And knocked at the door 
With a rat-a-tat-tat 


Opening the door 
The mouse fell lat 
And was oh, so easily 
Cauight by the cat 


8. Arun Venkatesh, aged 9, 
‘Madras - 600 081 








LU WHS 


THEBGBANG 


he Earth, the Sun and the 
T planets are tiny little dots 

in the vast Universe. The 
Universe itself is made of many 
thousands of millions of galaxies, 
each galaxy having its own star 
system. And in one such galaxy 
called the Milky Way, our sun is 
just one among 100,000 rnilion 
stars, 

Before people knew what the 
Universe really was like, they did 
not know exactly how big it was 
In 1924, an American astronomer 
named William Hubble proved that 
there did indeed exist another 
galaxy apart from our own 
the Andromeda Galaxy. Hubble. 
through his studies decided that 
there are many many galaxies in 
the universe; and all these galaxies 
were slowly moving away from 
each-other. It was as if the entire 
Universe was expanding. He 
arrived upon a way of measuring 
this speed of expansion which 
came to be known as Hubble's 
Law. 

Georges Lemaitre, a Belgian 






astronomer concluded that all the 
moving galaxies emerged from one 
single point. In other words, some: 
time long, long ago, all the matter 
in the Universe was one single mass 
of matter, Lemaitre said that this, 
single mass must have exploded 
at some point in time to form the 
Universe, His theory begah to be 
known as the BIG BANG THEORY, 

‘A group of British astronomers 
had quite another theory to offer. 
They called it he STEADY STATE 
THEORY, They said that the 
Universe remains as it was before 
and that it has no beginning and 
no end. 

Another theory suggests that the 
Universe is always expanding and 
contrecting. This is called the 
OSCILLATING UNIVERSE 
THEORY, According to this theory 
also, there was no actual creation 
of the Universe as the Big Bang 
theory suggests, But there is very 
little proof to support this point of 
view, while the BIG BANG 
THEORY continues to gain proof 
gradually. Itis, therefore the most 
widely accepted one today. 
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TaN, 
A 


THEBIG—BANG THEORY lumps of mauer were Dung out. As these 
Jumps cooled down, they formed dhe galas. 


‘About 18,000 milion years ago, the single The Universe grows outward all the time, 
mam that was the Univer exploded and and slowly the matter in it thins out. 


ee SE. 
IRN 7 AN 


fend, As the matter keeps expanding, 
‘According to this theory the Universe new mater fille che spaces it leaves behind 


POA 
WRG 


THE OSCILLATING THEORY This contracting matter will once again 
form a single mas, «ll another Big Bang 

“This theory suggests that after the Big occurs! Thus the creation ofthe Universe 
Bang, che expanding Universe will at one isin cycles or oxillaions of expansion and 
point of time stop, and begin to contract. contraction | 
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‘Quasars are believed to be the 
bright centres of young galaxies. 
They shine brilliantly ike stars and 
are visible over long distances. 
Hence they can be seen from the 
earth and identified. They are 
proof of how the galaxies were 
when they were born. They seem 
to prove that the Universe began 
somewhere — as the Big Bang 
theory says. 

The Quasars are results of vio- 


lent outbursts or explosions and 
are noted by radio astronomers 
because they give an intense ‘radio 
noise’. Thus they are also called 
Radio Galaxies. 
Other types of galaxies that look 
like less brighter versions _of 


‘Quasars were also discovered. This 
seemed to prove that an explosion 
forms a galaxy which burns bright 
at first, and then settles down 
becoming duller and duller. 


here are so many different 
kinds of galaxies. Seen high 
from the Universe, each 
galaxy will look like an island, 
separated from other galaxies by 
thin wisps of air, gas or space. No 
cone knows for sure whether all 
galaxies began as Quasars, or only 
some began that way. 
‘The Milky Way and about twenty- 
five galaxies around it are called 
the Local Group. The largest 


A QUASAR 


“The mow distant Quasar sen isthe OQ 
172, which i calculated w be 16,000] 
million light years away. We can measure 
hhow long ago this Quasar existed if we 
calculate how many light years it has ken 
the light from it wo reach us. 








galaxy of this Local Group is about 
twice the size of the Milky Woy. 
The Andromeda galaxy and the 
M33 are 2 milion light years” away 
from ours. These two are ‘Spiral 
Galaxies’. 

The Milky Way is also spiral — 
our sun lies about 30,000 light 
years from its centre. It takes 225 
rmilion years to complete one orbit. 
The sun has orbited only about 
twenty times around the galaxy 
since it birth. 





* Disances in the Universe are measured in light years. A light year isthe 


distance travelled by light in one year. 


kilometres. 


1c is equal 16 9,460,580 million 








THREE TYPES of galaxies are supposed 
to exist — elliptical, spiral and barred: 
3 galaxies. 








ELLIPTICAL GALAXIES can range 
from a round shape to an almost flat, 
longated shape, The flatter a galaxy, the 








A slow-rotating elliptical galaxy, 





@ee 


SPIRAL GALAXIES ‘These galaxies 
rotate faster than elliptical ones. So the 


matter is thrown-off to form spiral arms 





Bee 


BARRED-SPIRAL GALAXIES These 
alaxies have two arms projecting from a 
central bar. 





A barred-spiral galaxy with anly oo arms 
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THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 
a part of dhe Milky Way, 


i am a) % ao!” 





OUR GALAXY i about 5Y light hours 
from one edge 10 the other, The sun is 
about $0,000 light years away from 





100,000 tight years ———> 
Oue Sun 





‘THELOCALGROUP — The Milky Way 
sone among group of wenty ive galaxies 
that cluster together. The M33, M31 and 
the Andromeda Galaxy are the farthest 
away (2 millon light years) fram our galaxy. 


Our Galaxy 


45 milion light years 














‘THE UNIVERSE 
= asi ia known to man today. 


16,000 milion ight years away from 
isthe furthest Quasar called the OQ172, 


Ties 


‘The furthest ordinary galaxy, 104 
years avay. 














RETALIATION ger, 
“Where is my hat?" 

‘Asuthosh Mukurjee was a great The young man calmly replied, 
patriot and a leamed man. He was “It has perhaps gone to fetch my 
known as ‘Bengal Tiger’ chappals!” 

(Once a Britsh Army Officer was travel The voung man who thus retaliated 
ling n the Punjab-Caleutta mail, At Delhi was none other than Asuthosh Mukurjee, 
station, a young man wearing an ordinary 
kurta and dhoti got into the first class 
compartment in which the army officer 
‘wos travelling, The officer did not relish 
{an ordinary Indian sitting by his side, At 
right, when the young man was sleeping, 
the army officer threw the choppals of 
the young man through the window: When 
the young man woke up in the moming, 
he noticed that hischappals were missing 
and realized what had happened to them. 
Later when the army officer went into 
the bathroom, the young man threw the 
hatof the army officer out of the window. 





The army officer came out from the bath- 
room and noticed tha his hat was missing KOLAR/KRISHNA IYER, 
Tn an angry tone he asked his co-passen- TIRUPATI -517 501, 
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EASY THINGS 


Oh, bird, flying is easy for you, 
And walking is easy for me. 
Chimping is easy for you, 

And talking is easy for me, 
Hopping is easy for you, 

‘And skipping is easy for me. 
Wandering freely is easy for you, 
But alas! itis not so for me. 

For my parents will not allow me 
To wander freely like you, 

There lies the difference between you and me 


V. Rajalakshmy, aged 9, ge” 
Trivandrum - 695 023. 


here once lived a rich 
merchant with six beauti 
ful daughters. The young: 


est however was the pret 
tiest of them all, and her name 
was Beauty. Now the merchant 
did business sending his merchan- 
dise to far-off lands. And it so 
happened that all his ships were 
Jost at sea, and the merchant found 
himself with little money and many 
debts to pay. 


e are no longer rich,” he 

told his daughters, “We 

will have to move into a 

smaller house, learn to 

live as the poor do, and manage 
with the little money we have.” 

“Oh, father!” protested his first 
five daughters. “How can we?” 

“You must, my darlings,” he said 

sadly, “We have no other choice.” 

“Never mind, father,” Beauty 

comforted him. “It may seem 

difficult at first, but we will make 





the best of what we have." 


nd they did. The house 

was tiny, but the sisters 

washed, scrubbed and 

polished till the house 
shone with warmth. ” Here they 
lived happily, content with what 
they had. Till one day a letter 
arrived from the town for their 
father. 

Daughters!" cried he, “Two of 
my ships, are safe, says the letter. 
Tam going to town this weekend 
to see if itis true 


he girls clapped their 
hands in glee. 

“We'll be rich again!” 
they cried. 


‘We'll have silk dresses and a 
big house!” laughed one. 

“And many, many servants to 
do our work!” cried another. Thus 
they laughed and chattered as they 
prepared their father for the jour- 
ney. 
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on, it was time for the 
merchant to leave. 

“Tell me what each of 

you want,” he said, “And 

Til get it for you." 

“I want a ruby bracelet,” cried 
the first. 

“[ want a pink,silk dress,” 
the second. 

“A velvet hat,” said the third 

“A diamond necklace,” cried the 
fourth. 

“Satin shoes with 
buckles,” said the fifth. 

“Get’ me a pair of blood-red 
roses father,” whispered Beauty 

“Just roses, Beauty?” asked the 
merchant laughing. “Ask for some: 





said 


silver 







thin 

said she firmly. 
“All | want are two blooded 
roses 


hen the merchant reach: 
ed town, he found out 
that al his ships had been 
wrecked in a storm. Bitter: 

ly disappointed, he began his jour: 

ney homeward. 
t had begun to snow 
heavily, and the merchant 
lost his way. Tired and 
hungry, he let his horse 


bear him wherever it wished. And 
suddenly before him rose a magni 
ficent castle, beautifully lit, warm 
and welcoming. In front of it grew 
rows and rows of rose bushes, and 
surrounding it were huge trees. 
The merchant quickly dismounted 
and ventured into the castle. 
Glo: 2s home” be 

cried. No one answered 

him. He called and call- 

ed, but no one answered. 
So he walked into the castle and 
came upon a dining table laden 
with delicious dishes. He fell upon 
them with the greed of a hungry 
man, and after dinner, found him- 
self a warm and cosy bedroom to 
sleep in. 


he next morning, he set 

‘out again on his journey. 

Just then he remembered 
Beauty's wish. He dis: 
mounted and plucked two roses. 


‘ow dare. you pluck my 
roses?” Came a loud 
woice. “Not only do you 
eat my dinner and sleep 


in my-bed, now you pluck my 
precious roses!” 

It was a huge beast with two 
horns and an awful face 

“T-they a-are for Beauty, 
replied the merchant. 

“Who is beauty?” asked the 
Beast. “M-my daughter, sir,” said 
the merchant, 

“For plucking my roses without 
my permission, you are to bring 
Beauty here to me within two 
days,” said the Beast. “Or | wil! 


sir,” 











‘come and kill you and your family!” 
The terrified merchant agreed. 


hen he returmed home, 
he told his daughter of 
his misfortunes, 


“Take me to the Beast, 
father,” said Beauty. “We have 
no choice.” The merchant sorrow: 
fully agreed and they set out 


hen they reached the 
castle, they found the 
Beast waiting for them. 
“Welcome, Beauty,” smil- 
ed the Beast and led them into 
the dining-room. The Beast fed 
them dinner and gave them com: 
fortable rooms to sleep in. The 
next moming he told the merchant, 








Busineaman 1 : My secretary is very 
‘annoying. He whistles while he 
works. 

Businenman 2 : You are lucky! Mine 
only whistles! 

RR. Suresh Kumar, aged 14, 
Madras. 
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“You may leave. Beauty will re 
main with me, as long as I want 


her to. 


© Beauty lived with the 

Beast in hs castle. Months 

passed, and as summer 

came, she told the Beast, 
“My sisters need me. I have to 
go.” 

“You may leave, if you please,” 
replied the Beast. “But you must 
be back within a week. Here is my 
ring. Just put it on, and you will 
find yourself here in a trice.” 


o Beauty left for her 

house, When her sisters 

saw her, they were detigh- 

ted, but when they heard 

of the luxuries she enjoyed in the 
castle, they became jealous, 

“Do not go back to him,” they 
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advised 

“Oh no!" exclaimed Beauty. “l 
promised him that | would return. 
Tmust.” But her sisters persuaded 
her to stay on. , Two weeks went 
by, Then one day Beauty woke up 
with a start and cried, “My Beast is 
in danger! I must go to him! Now!” 
And she put on the ring he hac 
given her and found herself in the 
castle 


he looked everywhere or 
the Beast but could not 
find him, Finally, she saw 
him lying near a garden 
path beside a fountain. She ran 
up to him 

“Oh Beast! Dear Beast. 1am 
back,” she cried as she sprinkled 
some water on him. 

“Oh Beauty,” he exclaimed.” | 
thought that you would never 
return!” 

““[ have come,” said Beauty. 

“Will you marry me, Beauty?” 
whispered the Beast. 

“Oh! | will! { will! Do not die!” 
cried Beauty. 

Immediately the Beast was trans: 
formed into a handsome prince. 

“A wicked witch cast a spell on 
me. It would wear off only if a 
beautiful girl agreed to many me. 
She never dreamt that there was 
a Beauty who would, did she?” 
smiled the prince. 

Beauty and the prince were soon 
martied, and her father and sisters 
came to live with her in the castle. 


Retold from a story by the 
GRIMM BROTHERS. 
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“THE Qutub Minar — Built by Qutubuddin Aibak about 1200 A.D. 


and ancient architectural wonders. 
‘The tallest tower in Delhi, the Qutub Minar (72.56 
metres in height) is a splendid sight to see at dusk. At 
night, it appears even more beautiful illuminated as itis from all 
four comers. 

The Lal Quila (Red Fort) is yet another beautiful, old structure 
built of red sandstone. Its walls extend for 1% miles. A huge 
moat which was once the home of crocodiles surrounds it. 
Inside the Lal Quila are the smaller mahals like the Moti Mahal 
(Palace of Pearl) with the Royal Bath next to it; the Diwan-i 
Aam, the Diwan-i-Khas and the Rang Mahal. 


es capital city, Delhi, is well known for its splendid 








| 
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‘THE Divan-Aam or the Emperors et 
Red For 
The lawns of the Lal Quila are well-maintained with lanterns 
hanging on iron railings. From seats spread over one of the 
lawns, we can see and hear the Son et lumiére {sound and 
light) show, This show takes us centuries back, to the days of 

Babar and ends with Nehrv's speech of Independence. 





“THE Jama Masjid 








Opposite the Red Fort is the Jama Masjid the oldest mosque 
in Delhi, and the bird hospital where injured birds are nursed 
back to health and set free. 

“The Jantar Mantar, is the first or ne five observatories cons: 
tructed by Raja Jaisingh | during Muhammad Shab's reign 
(1719-1748). It has a vnique clock which tells the time using 
the shadow of the sun. 

_The Bahai Tempe 


wi 











THE Rashirapati Bhavan 


he India gate is a huge arch-like gateway, a few kilo- 
metres from Rashtrapati Bhavan. Come evening, 
and the whole place is filled with ice-cream vendors 
and crowds of people enjoying the evening ait 

The President's residence, the Rashtrapati Bhavan is indeed 
magnificent with a superb view. Even more glorious is the 
Bahai Temple, a non-religious, lotus-shaped structure. A calm 
and serene atmosphere pervades this building. At night, seen 
from afar, the lit-up temple is a fabulous sight. 

The markets of Delhi are busy on all days of the week. The 
Monday Market, the ILN.A. Market, Palika Bazaar (an under. 
ground, air-conditioned market.)... Connaught Place is yet 
another shopping centre in the heart of the city, surrounded by 
offices 

Delhi — the capital city of India, is indeed a city to be visited, 
seen and experienced! 








Nivedita Shridar, aged 13, 
Madras - 600 034. 


QUIIe 


17. What do you call a young 
. Who founded the religion of grasshopp er? 


Islam? 18. Who was the last viceroy of 
2. What is ‘acoustics’? India? 
3, Expand the acronym, 
‘SONAR. ‘Compiled by 
4, Which is the famous knife that P. Arun, aged 14, 
Gurkha soldiers use? Modras. 
5, Where were the 1980 Olympic 
Games held? 1, Which country is the leading 
6. Who is referred to as the coffee-producer? 
‘Father of Geometry’? 2, Which country did Cleopatra 
7. When did the World War I rule over? 
break out? 3, How many playing cards are 
8, Which is the largest city in there in a pack? 
‘Africa? 4, Who compiled the first English 
9, What is hydroponics? Dictionary? 
10. What is dry ice? 5, Who created the character 
11. Who built Eiffel Tower? ‘Mickey Mouse’? 
12. Who wrote Train to Pakistan? 6. Who wrote a book on the Gita 
13, What is the trachea? while in Jail? 
14. What is the technical term for 7. Name a coal-field in Bihar? 


voice-box? 8. Which is the most popular 
15, Which is the capital city of | song in the world? 
Canada? 





16, How many lines of poety Kortick Kalokmani, 
make a sonnet? Coleutta - 700 026. 
‘Answers on page. 46 











‘Kamal : When do cows wear bells? 

Raja : I don't know. 

‘Kamal : When theirhomsdon’twork! 
GV. Kishore Kumar, aged 15 


‘N= 






A. Stable tennis! 

4 Q. Which letter is not in the 
alphabet? 

1 Q. Which key is the hardest to 





tum? 
yranss 
A. Adonkey! A. The letter which we post! 
2 Q. Which four letters are likely Risen peneeg! 
to frighten a burglar? Deopa K. Iyer, aged 10, 


Ahmedabad - 380 008, 


> 4 Q. Which is the biggest key in 
6 +) the world? 
i 
A. O.LC.U! 
Teja Navalkar, aged 13, 
Bangalore. 





3 Q, Whatgamedo horses play? A+ Turkey, of course! 


J. Pramod Kumar, 
Coimbatore. 


5 Q. Which is the coldest alpha- 
bet? 


A. Japan! 


S. Indro, aged 12, and 
R. Vimlo, aged 12, 
Madras. 





A. B, (Because it lies between 9 Q. Which is the jam we cannot 
‘AC’), eat? 
A. ATraffic Jam! 
R. Premkumar, aged 14, 10Q. Which ring is the best for a 





telephone? 
Dear Premkumar, A. Answering! 
Yeu have not gen youre. 1 Q. Which case is not discussed 
Please send it to us by lawyers? 
A. ABrief Case! 
6 Q Which bone will a dog not 
eat? CV. Venkatesh, aged 15, 
‘Madras - 600 083. 
1) Yoygsee me everyday, 
ch over you. 
Sometimes dull, sometimes 
bright, 
B. Alcibenl But aboys there, high above 
7.Q. Which ‘cow’ : 
Q Wich ‘cow! cannot BE >) Picture me al striped and green, 


Round, in sizes, 

Fresh and sweet. 

‘Cut and taste, my red flesh and 
juice. 

‘Summer's my time. 

Your thirst | cool. 


3) I go round and round, 
All my life 
Allittle above you | am bound, 
Three or four, arms have I, 


A. Moscow, 
8 Q. Which pan cannotbe heated? hentia ale, 


Ts 
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JUMBLE-BUMBLE 
Venkatesh has 8 
names of ten places 
‘seramble ther? 


ambled the | | MEPS Cove 


‘Can you un 






eae ems: megs in 
is friend, Ye 

detect fou are a 
cepted Gin his trail who has inter 


e 
decipher i. "”"*8°8°. Try and 




















‘SHOT, 


SGD LNMDX HR GH 

AD SeDQD SN fe 
DK 

SHLD D1 NO ED NTS, 










— RTMMX, 








is a grid. Arrange the 
from 1 to 9 without re- 
ag them, so that the sum of 
numbers horizontally, vertically 
‘diagonally adds up to 15, 


B. Vijay Varadhara}, aged 11, 
- Mattur Dam - 636 401. 























MYSTERY NUMBER 


Here are two circular grids with 
fone number missing. Can you 
guess the mystery number? @ 





‘Answers on page |46 


FUN WITH WORDS. 


Airis a three letter word. Change 
itinto a four letter word by adding 
a letter to your left. It becomes 
hair. Again change it into a five 
letter word by adding one more 
letter to your let. It becomes chair. 
Now ty ship 


car, road, other, 
‘one, each, adder, 
ray, rain, 

} and, able: 





na forest lived two close 
I friends, ajackal and a don- 

key. The other donkeys 
were not quite comfortable about 
this strange friendship. So they 
went to the donkey and said, 
“Beware of the wily jackal, brother. 
He is not to be trusted.” 

The donkeyhowever,calmly re 
plied, “I am his friend.’ He can't 
betray me.” 

The other donkeys snorted and 
went away. 

‘A few days later, the two friends 
were walking in the forest when 
the jackal suddenly spied a lion 
far behind them, When he turned 
in fright to warn the donkey he 
saw.a ditch in the distance. He 
took one long look at the ditch 
and shot one quick glance at the 
donkey. Then he smiled a funny 
smile, and suddenly began walking 


THE BEST 
FRIEND 





“Come on slow-pokel!” he shout: 

ed to the donkey, 

‘Me, a slow-poke’ 
donkey hurt and angry. 
see who's the slow-poke, 
run a race.” 

That's exactly what the jackal 
wanted, The race began. The 
donkey ran very fast and fell into 
the ditch, for he had not seen it. 
The jackal remaining way behind 
him, ran to the approaching lion 
and said, “There's a donkey in the 
ditch just waiting to be eaten!" 

“Aha!” said the lion. “It's not a 
donkey that I fancy for lunch right 
now, A jackal would be tastier 
still” 

He pounced upon the jackal and 
ate him up. 


retorted the 
“We'll 
Let's 


S. Karthik, aged 11, 
‘Mettur Dam - 2. 
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Answers to Jumble — Bumble 





1, HONGKONG 7. RANGOON 
2, SUNDERBANS 8. SINGAPORE 
3. TOKYO 9. MOSCOW 
4. LONDON 10, INDONESIA 
5. KUALA-LUMPUR_ 
6, ROME 
Answer to Number Puzzle 





‘Answer to THIEF'S CODE 


TTP The money is hidden be 
hind Mr. Sheker's Mill, Be there 
to help me out, Time — OL 


clock, 
= —Sunny. 


Answers to Mystery Number 


1) 256 
2) 204 of 119 


Answers to Quiz 


1) Mohammed 
2) The science of sound 
3) Sound Navigation and Rang- 


ing 
4) The Khukri 

5) Moscow 

6) Luclid 

7) 1914 

8) Cairo 

9) Soilless gardening 

10) Solid carbon dioxide 

11) Alexander Gustave 

12) Kushwant Singh 

13) The wind-pipe in the human 





































Answers to Riddles 


1) Sky 
2) Watermelon 
3) A ceiling fan 


16) Fourteen lines 
17) ANymph 
18) Lord Mountbatten 





3) Bras 
gypt 

3) Fifty-two 

4) Dr, Samuel Johnson 

5) Walt Disney 

6) Lokmanya Tilak 

7) dharid 

8) Happy Birthday to yo. 
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KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 


Know what you are 
Before waging a war 

ny direction, 
Just know who you are. 


Be concerned only about you 
Forget what others do. 
2 


Want to view far 


8. Rajagopal, aged 14) 
‘Mangalore 5 
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a demi tomer, Agesio: Tiranelvels 
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5. 
frees O2C 
3} é 
a Divya 2B.A 
Bangalore i! 
£O 
eat Dye You have not, given as your complet 


fond tt do 
address. Alesse 4 eo 


L{ Phew! That nas close! i 
‘. sail Pill (pay 


Yn 


Tnank ypu little friend. You Saved 
me up in tine. 


ot] Hooray! Hoorray! 
Img ! 


lion ts 


rll 








S 

gk 

as 
Ry 


Rif 
m Com 





THE NEXT DAY, THE NIGHTINGALE CAME ACROS 
APARROT, Howl deve 


Savak! Sovak! 
Hee heel @ 








i : == 
BUT Our NIGHTINGALE COULDNT RESIST SHOWING OFF 
HER NEW-FOUND POWER. HER NEAT TARGET WAS 


St you date tra, 
4} cally friend 
qh 





K Sis 


Tnrat | y 

‘ 
Le 

"IN THis WAY, IN SPITE OF THE LIONS WARNING, 

THE NIGHTINGALE TEASED THE fox, THE WOLE, THE HYENA 
AND EVEN THE TIGER AND SCREAMED FoR HELP. 

Ttbeli ; Pay 
at Yoh : ni 
ge O's; 








Say, You 
forgive me.) 


ae ee 
~ Hello! Friend, 
Ove learnt my lesson 
9'Tl never misuse, your 
frenlsnpaban 








‘A Waltthanging and sequins on your design. 
Punch a little hole at the top of 


‘Materials needed : your wall:hanging. String a piece 


A piece of cardboard 8" x 6" 
Fevicol 

Velvet paper 

Mirrors of two different shapes and 
sizes 

Coloured sequins 

Alenath of braid 


Method : 
sraul ns 

Cover one side of the piece of 
cardboard with the velvet paper. 


Draw a design (a flower, a bird, or 
simply an attractive design) on the, of decorative braid through it. Your 


velvet paper. wall-hanging is now complete. 
Now start pasting the mirrors 





‘A dressing-table for,your doll 
Materials needed : 


Six match-boxes 
Alittle 2" <1" mirror 
Decorative paper 
Glue 

Scissors 





Method 


Paste the six match-boxes to- 
gether as in fig. (1). 








‘can be opened only on one side. 
Cover the match-boxes com 
pletely with decorative paper. 
Using a blade, sit the paper around 
each drawer. 
Take six pins with heads (not 
safety pins). Thrust a pin into 

















Paste a strip of cardboard at the 
back of the six match-boxes so that 


‘each of the six drawers and bend 
them at the back to make handles. 
(See fig. (3)) 





BACK SIDE 


the drawers of the dressing-table 








Fix the mirror to the top of your 
dressing table. 


=_, 
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Oh, Sea! What are you 

Hiding at the: other shore? 

Leannot find out standing here: 

Oh, Sky! tell me your beginning 
And tell me your end, 

J cannot find out standing here 

But of one thing Lam sure 

Oh, bird! You can finel out 

You travel in the sky over the sea 
Won't you tell me the answer. ite ire" 
V. Rajalakshmy, aged 9, 
Trivandrum - 695 023, 





hat was that? Sita sat up 
rubbing her eyes, and 
looked around. Nothing. 


‘Yawning lazily she lower- 

ed her head back onto the pillow 
and half-closed her eyes. 

What was that? Her heart began 
thumping with fear. She was petri 
fied. A shapeless dark shadow 
floated slowly across the ceiling 
Itpaused just above her bed. Then 
it softly fell on her, and before she 
could scream, wrapped itself around 
her. 


66 A ita! called her mother. 
jet up and get ready 
for school.” There was 


no answer. Her mother 











went to her room and peeped in 

She saw Sita getting out of bed 
and walking to the bathroom in 
slow, stiff, jerky movements like a 
clockwork toy! 


“Sita!” she scolded. “You are 





old enough to wake up on your 
‘own, How many times do I have 
to call you? Come on. Be quick! 

“Lam coming, mum-my!” Sita 
answered in a voice that je 
as if it came through her nose, out 
of a machine. 

“Speak clearly, Sita! And hurry 
up! You're late,” said her mother 
annoyed, and went away. 





chool. “Oh Sita!” giggled 
Anita. “You are moving 
like a robot!" 
“Ha, ha!" laughed 
Ramesh. “You do look exactly 
like a dull-witted machine today 
At that, Sita slowly turned and 
looked straight into Ramesh’s eyes. 
He felt chilled to the bone. He 
was pertrified. And, he was frigh 
tened. Only when Sita looked 





away was Ramesh able to move 
again. And he did not dare-go 
anywhere near her that day. 
66, ita!" cried Miss Thomas. 
‘Why don't you answer 
me? Stand up! ta 
tood up stiffly. “What 
do you nt to know, Miss 
Thomas?” she asked in that funny 
“Are you playing the fool?" 
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asked her teacher. “I asked you 
to name a few plant species.” 

“Plant species? Whirrr... click! 
PPa-Pe- Whrr... click! P}-PkP- 
Pla- Plant species.” 

The whole class looked on asto- 
ished. Why was Sita behaving 
like this? 

Miss Thomas was angrier than 
she ever was in her life. 

“Write down the names of a 
hundred plant species a hundred 
times,” she snapped. “And give it 
tome by evening!Now, go stand 
outside the class!” 


ring! Miss Thomas’ 
period was over. Sita 
walked into class holding 
abun of folded papers. 
She handed over to Miss 
Thomas. 

“Hun-dred co-pies of a list of a 
hun-dred plant spe-cies,” she 
rattled. 

Miss Thomas unfolded a long 
sheet of paper. It was a computer 
print-out! “Where... how... how did 
you...?” whispered Miss Thomas 
in astonishment, “There are no 
computers in school!” 

“Here!” Sita tapped her fore- 
head. “What else do you want to 
know?” 

“Of course! I forgot that you 
are a walking computer!” exclaim: 
ed Miss Thomas. sarcastically. 
Then, gently she asked, “Are you 

Sita? Tell me. 
“Tl get you a print-out of all the 
species in the plant kingdom, " 
countered Sita. 

Click! Whirrr! A roll of printed 








Suresh : Did you hear the joke about 
‘about the dirty shirt? 


Maddi : No. 
Suresh : This one’s on you! 
‘Veda Purushothaman, 


paper began to flow out of the 
‘back of Sita’s head like a computer 
printer! 

Miss Thomas clutched the side 
of the table and looked at Sita in 
horror. 

“Who are you?” she gasped. 

667 avecome toma galany 
called Supernatato study 
earth and its beings. | 
have nearly finished...” 
and a shapeless black shadow 
vaniched into the sunlight. 


other entered Sita’s room 


to clean it 
“Sita!” she exclaimed 
in annoyance, “When 


did you come back from school?” 
‘Oh! Wake up!" 

Sita sat up. "What mummy? Is 
it seven already?” 

“Seven! It's twelve. 
have you come...” 

“Twelve! You didn't wake me 
up.. 

“did! And you went to school...” 

“[ didn't! I've just got up....” 

And so they argued, puzzled and 
angry by turns. 


But why 


SANDY 


‘1 























ACROSS 





DOWN 
1, To amuse (9) é . 
8, Leaves used in salad (7) 2, Fisherman's tool (3) 
9. In the past (3) 3. Rejoice greatly (5) 
10. ‘oneself; to make an 4: Not those (5) 

elfort (5) 5. Form mental image (7) 
12. A type of loop (5) 6. Every other (9) 


14, 
16. 
17. 
18. 


‘Small pierced ball (4) 

In addition; also (3) 1 
A formal speech (7) 

A disease of the bowels (9) 


13. 
15. 








Dear Vijayalakshmi 

You have not given your com: 
plete address. Please send it to 
us. Ed. 





Sure of oneself (9) 

Study of relation of plants and 
animals to each other and to 
their surroundings (7) 

Wear away gradually (5) 
Portion (4) 


Compiled by 
K. Vijoyalakshmi, aged 13. 


ee 


“Solution on page 80 











THE MAGIC = 


ne day while a poor farmer 
nd his wife were tilling the 
‘small patch of land they 


‘owned, they came upon a big pot 
buried in the ground. They drag: 
ged it to their hut and sat ‘around 
it 

“Lthink it's a magic pot!" exclaim 
ed the farmer's wile 

“It looks like an ordinary mud 
pot to me,” said the farmer. They 
argued fora long time. At last the 








farmer said to his wife, “Prove that 
this is a magic pot and I will believe 
you.” 

She went into the store-room 
and returned with a handful of 
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grain. As soon as she dropped 
the grain into the pot, the handful 
doubled, 

“Look!” she cried. “Didn't I tell 
you? It isa magic pot!” 

“T wonder... will it double fruits 
from the orchard?” And away he 
ran to find some bananas. He 
dropped four bananas into the pot. 
They became eight 

“Oh!” cried the farmer's wife in 
glee. “Just think! If it can double 








10 






grain and fruits, it could even 
double money. 

“And.we could live happily ever 
after!" laughed the farmer. 
So they dropped ten copper 


coins into the pot and watched 
them become twenty. They then 
removed the coins from the pot 
and dropped them back into it 
and found they became forty. 
Then they dropped some grain 
and vegetables into the pot 

“| am hungry,” said the wife, 
“Let's eat the bananas and then 
Il cook some rice and vegetables 
from the magic pot.” 

They sat and ate the bananas 
and in their excitement, flung the 
peels on the floor. One of them 
landed near the magic pot. 

“Lam off to cook dinner, " the 
wife then said and went to the 
magic pot to collect the grain and 
vegetables, While reaching into 
the pot, she stepped on the 
banana’ skin, slipped, lost her 
balance, and fell into it, 

“Help! Oh help!" she shouted. 
“I've fallen into the pot! Husband! 
Save me!" 

The farmer helped her out of 
the pot, and then, he noticed to 
his horror another figure, who 
looked just like his wife, emerging 
from the pot! He helped her out, 
too. Both the women looked at 
each other. 










Linde Boy : I wish [had lived in ancient 
times, 
Father : Why? 
Litde Boy + Then | wouldn't have to 
ear so much history! 
N. Vidhya, aged 12, 
Kalpakiam, 


“Who are you?" asked one. 

“Lam'his wife. Who are you?" 
shouted the other. The farmer 
‘was in a real dilemma, because he 
himself could not make out which. 
of the women was his wife. 

Soon, they were quareling so 
hard that in the scuffle the farmer 
{ell into the pot 

“Hey!” cried the farmer. “Stop 
quarrelling you two, and help me 
out.” 

The two women helped him out. 
Another figure who looked just 
like the farmer fopped his head 
out of the pot. “Help me out 
00,” he pleaded, They helped 
him also out of the pot. 

The quarrel was soon resolved. 
The couple who came out of the 
magic pot agreed to be husband 
and wife. 

They lived happily for several 
years. And when famine hit the 
land years later, the farmer and 
his wife were only too happy to 
help their neighbours with food 
and water from the doubling magic 
pot 


Padma Iyer, aged 10, 
Bombay - 400 089. 


You %0 CAN DRAW! 




































































This is a short play adapted from a Chinese tale — a tale 
of a dutiful son and a robber with a good heart. 





‘CHARACTERS 
‘An old and ailing women 





Scene | 


(A small hut, In one comer is a small wood stove on which a 
vessel is bubbling. In the other comer is a cot on which an old woman 
is lying. She isill, and coughs long and foudly from time to time, Ina 
third corner, front stage, a young man has a bundle opened out in front 
of him. It contains a watch, a shirt, a pen, a pair of chinese loose 
trousers, a blanket. 

He looks lovingly at these items. Hears his mothers cough. Quickly 
ties Me the bundle, Carries the bundle in his arms as he walks up to his 
mother.) 


Son : Mother! Mother! Are you all right? 

Mother : (stops coughing for a moment) I's nothing (she begins 
to cough again) son. (cough - cough) It doesn't (cough « cough) want 
tolleave me. (cough - cough) You go to sleep. (cough - cough cough...) 

Son : Oh, mother! I can't bear to see you cough like this, I'll give 

1u some medicine, (Pushes the bundle in his arms, under her cot and 
‘walks to a litle shelf in the hut where a few vessels are kept. He takes a 
bottle and a cup. He opens the bottle and begins to pour it out, into 
the cup, but the bottle is empty.) 

Son : Oh! It’s empty. (sighs) 

Mother : What is it? What are you saying? (She coughs between 
her words) 

Son : Nothing, I have to go out. I'l be back in a few minutes. 

Mother : Okay... (begins to cough) 


(The son collects some of the vessels in the house and goes out. 
He is back in a moment with another bottle of medicine.) 


Son : Here | am, mother! Here is your medicine. 


(He pours it out into a glass, helps her sit up and drink it.) 

Mother : (sighing) Ah! What a relief. What a good son you are! 
You should be out seeking some work, not remain tied to the house 
like this. 

Son : Who'll look after you then, mother? 

Mother : (strongly) I'll look after myself! If only you went out to 
work, we wouldn't be so poor... You sold some more vessels to buy 
my medicine, didn't you? 


(The son is silent) 
Mother : (louder) Didn't you? 


ny 





Son : Yes! So what? We have enough to eat and a roof over our 


heads! | am happy, | am! 
Mother : It's no use arguing with you. 
Son : The rice! It must have cooked by now 


(He rushes over to the stove, opens the lid of the pot with a cloth 
and stirs the'rice in it.) 


Son : Our lunch will soon be ready mother. What would you 
like? Gruel, or rice? 

‘Mother : Gruel. You eat the rice. And from tomorrow, you will 
go out to seek some work. 

Son : Let's see 





CURTAIN 
Scene Il 


(It is night. The hut is in darkness except for a solitary lamp. The 
* 


mother is sleeping soundly in her cot. The son is reading a book by 
the light of the lamp. 

A figure creeps stealthily in through the back of the stage. He is 
masked, and has a knife in his hand. He is a robber. He sees the son, 
‘goes towards him, and suddenly pounces upon him. There is a short 
struggle, and the robber ties up the son’s hands and feet securely.) 


Robber : (brandishing his knife and speaking in a stage whisper) 
Don't you dare scream for help. Or... else! 





(The rébber takes up the lamp and looks around the hut, He sees 
the vessels.) 


Robber : Aha! Vessels! 


(He goes towards them, takes them and brings them to the front 
of the stage. He takes a large piece of cloth from his waistband and 
spreads it out on the floor. He piles the vessels on them.) 


Robber : What's that under the bed? (He goes to see) Aha! A 
bundle! Let’s see what's in it 

Son : Oh! My preciouss treasures! So carefully collected over the 
vyears! (Bites his lip) If | scream I'll frighten mother. No, no! I'l keep 
quiet, Oh! 

Robber : (opening the bundle and rubbing his hands with glee.) 
Ha, ha! An old watch! Does it work? (He puts the watch to his ears) It 
toes! Good! 

Son : (almost to himself) No, no! Oh. 

Robber : A good shirt. Too small to fit me. I shall sellit... Aha! A 





Swimmer : Help! A shark's just bitten 
‘off my foot 
Friend : Which one? 
Swimmer : How should I know? All 
sharks look alike to me 
Veda Purushothaman, 





Bala + Can you spell mouse-rap using oer 
just three letters? C3 pa ona 
bain: No a Da 
ara k: 
Balu: CAT, sly! oe aS an 
AN, Ramesh * 





16 


pen! And a good pair of pants. A blanket! 


(All this while, the son is struggling to keep quiet, for all his 
valuables in the world are being taken.) 

Robber : (py'ting everything into his bundle) A good haul! (Looks 
around) Oh, there is a cooking pot that I have missed! 


(He walks to the stove arid takes it, As he puts it into his bundle...) 


son : No, no! beg of you. Leave only that cooking pot! 
Robber : Ha, ha! Why should 1? 
Son : I have to cook my mother's gruel tomorrow. How can I, 
without the pot? 


(The robber is silenced. He looks strangely at the boy.) 

Robber : Very well! Keep your cooking pot. (pause) And every: 
thing else too! Your watch... your pen... everything. (smiles to himself) 
‘A good son of a good mother deserves a good turn. 

(Son looks amazed, Eyes rounded in surprise. He rubs them to 
see if he is dreaming. When he stops and opens his eyes, the robber 
has vanished. He has walked off-stage while the boy was rubbing his 
eves.) 

CURTAIN 


5. KALYANRAMAN, 





First Burglar : Quick! I's the police, 
‘Jump out of the window! 

Second Burglar : But we are on the 
thirteenth floor! 

First Burglar : This is no time to be 
superstitious! 

4 ‘Veda Purushothaman, 










Q + What travels around the world, 
yet stays in a comer? 

A: Apostage stamp! 

AY. Ramesh, 




































and builds up temperature? U.S. 
4 + and Russian space probes have 
found Venus’ surface temperature 
to be between 457 - 465°C, four 
times hotter than boiling water! 


Ze 

that a day on. Mercury, the 
planet nearest to the sun lasts 176 
Earth days from one suntise to the 
next? It you stood on Mercury and 
looked at the sun, it would look 
two-and-a-half times larger than it 
appears on Earth, 


that the best-known features of 
| researcl)has shown Venus’ Mars are its so-called canals which 
atmosphere to consist mostly of were discovered by Italian astro: 
carbon dioxide which traps heat Nomer Giovanni Schiaparelli in 
1877? Researchers once thought 
that these canals might have been 
built by intelligent beings,that once 
lived on the planet,to carry water 
across deserts. Further research 
has disproved this theory. 





that Jupiter is a swirling ball of 
gas nearly 142,800 km across and 
Weighs twice as much as the other 
eight planets put together? Despite 
its great size, it spins at a speed 
faster than that of any other planet. 


SP 


that Saturn has at least 15 
moons? A close-up of this planet's 
‘moons show them to be icy bodies 
heavily cratered by the impact of 
meteorites. 


that Uranus, seen through tele 
scopes appears as a green disc, 
with faint markings on it? Its green 
colour is due to the large amounts 
‘of methane in the planet's outer 
atmosphere. 





that Neptune takes at least 165, 
years to orbit the sun? 


Oo 


that according to the latest 
‘observations, Pluto is said to be a 
low-density ball of ice as big as the 
Earth's moon? 





” 


ple 


Page 52 


‘Answers to FUN-PAGE 


1) RAIN 

2) KEYBOARD 
3) MAN 

4) WATCHMAN, 
5) CARPET. 

6) EYELASHES 
7) PINEAPPLE 














Poge 27 
‘Answers to MAZE 


Path 3 is the right one. 


se 
Page 43 
‘Answers to WORD LADDER 





Answers : 

ear one ray 
pear zone tray 
spear ozone_—stray 
and other 

land mother 

gland smother 

road each rain 
broad reach train 
abroad breach strain 
able adder 

table ladder 

stable bladder 
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The Vivekananda Memorial at Kanyakumari 








SWAMI VIVEKANANDA 





smi Vivekananda who is regarded as the patriot saint 
‘of modem India was a spiritual guide not only to his 
fellow countrymen, but also to many in the West, in 
articular, the Americans. He lived for thirty-nine years (1863 
— 1902), and within this short time created a history of his 
own, Neela Subramaniam recreates his childhood days in this 
month, the month of his bith... 


few minutes after sunrise. 
Time 6.49. am, January 
12, 1863. A son was bom 
to Bhuvaneswari Devi, 
wife of Viswanath Dutta, an attor 
ney at law at Calcutta. The boy 
was named Narendranath Dutta. 
The Duttas were a wealthy and 
learned family, well-known for their 
generosity and charity. Bhuvanes- 
wari Devi, a typical religious Hindu 
wife, had fasted and prayed for 
many days, so that she would be 
blessed with a son who would 
honour the family 


faren was a sunny-temper- 
ed child, always restless 
and often mischievous. 
His mother had to em: 


"The Memorial seem at unset 


ploy two nurses to look after him! 
He loved Nature and was fond of 
birds and animals, He had a variety 
of pets — the family cow, a 
monkey, a goat, a peacock, several 
pigeons and even guinea pigs! 

Naren loved to watch for wan. 
dering monks, And one day, when 
a monk came to the door and 
asked for alms, Naren was so 
excited that he said, “Here's the 
only thing I have,” took off the 
piece of new cloth that was wrap- 
ped about his waist, and gave it to 
the monk! 

“Naren! What have you done?” 
exclaimed his mother. 

“gave the monk the only thing 
I had,” Naren replied, “The poor 
man had nothing.” 

He loved to listen to stories about 









Rama's childhood, but as he grew 
up, he worshipped Shiva, the 
ascetic god, the ideal of all yoais. 


hen Narendranath grew 

into his teens, he was 

drawn towards intellec 

tual matters. He began 

to read the newspapers and serious 

books on history and literature, 

and he attended public meetings. 
Music was his favourite pastime 

It was at the age of fifteen that 


he experienced his first spiritual J 


ecstasy, Til then, he had experien 
ced visions: — a ball of light of 
changing colours which would 
slowly expand and at last burst 
bathing his whole body in a white 
radiance. Since he experienced 
this everyday, he thought that every 
one else experienced it too. 

“Tye never had any such vision,” 
observed a friend. 





t school, Naren was the 
undisputed leader. When 
the boys played ‘King and 

Court’, Naren usually 
played the role of the king. He 
loved playing games of all kinds. 
‘And when he felt bored with the 
games he knew, he would invent 
new ones to keep himself and his 
friends entertained. 

And all his childhood, he was 
fascinated by monks — a fasci- 
nation that was to shape his later 
life. 


Based on the biography by 
‘Swami Nikhilananda. 





At the Parliament of Religions held at 
Chicago, America on September 11 
1893, delegates fram all countries read 
aloud from prepared speaches. 

‘Suomi Vivekananda, towlly unprepared 
and struck with stage fright (for never 
efore had he addressed such a huge 
assembly) asked the chairman to post 
ppone his turn 

Finally. when he wes called, he address 
ed his audience “Sisters and Brothers 
fof America.” Instantly, thousands rose 
‘in their seats and gave him loud applause! 
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Nobel Prize Wimers of 
INDIA 








Parents : Father, Shri Ganput Rai Khorana; Mother, Shrimati 


Krishna Devi Khorana 
Religion : Hindu. 





Education : Punjab University, BSc., 1943, 


Punjab University, M.Sc., 1945. 


Liverpool University, England, Ph.D., 1948, 
Wife : Esther Elizabeth Sibler, married 1952 
Children : Daughters Julia and Emily Anne, and son Dave Roy 


Career : Researcher in the Federal Institute of Technology, 


Zurich, Switzerland, 1948-49, 


Researcher in the Cambridge University, England, 1950-52. 

University of British Columbia, Canada, Administrator, 1952-60. 
University of Wisconsin, Professor and Administrator, 1960-70, 
Professor in the Massachusetts Institute of Techonology, 1970. 
Other Awards : Merck Award, Chemical Institute of Canada, 


1958, 


Gold Medal, Professional Institute of Public Service of Canada, 


1960, 


Dannie-Heinneman Preiz, Gottingen, Germany, 1967 


Remsen Award, Johns Hopkins U.,. 


1968, 


American Chemical Society Award, 1968. 


Louis Gross Horowitz Prize, 1968, 
Lasker Award, 1968, 


Har Gobind Khorana the Indian: 
born American citizen shared the 
Nobel Prize for physiology and 
medicine along with two other 
‘Americans in the year 1968, After 


a 


receiving the Nobel prize for his, 
work in genetics, Khorana succee 
ded in an even more striking accom 
plishment — the synthesis of an 
artificial gene. He was born on 
January 9, 1922 at Raipur, India. 





SUBRAHMANYAN CHANDRASEKHAR 





Porents : Father, Balakrishnan Chandrasekhar; Mother, Sita 
Balakrishnan Chandrasekhar. 

Nationality : Indian, later American citizen. 

Religion : Hindu. 

Education : Madras University, MA., 1930; Cambridge University, 
England, Ph.D., 1933. 

Wife : Lalitha Doraiswamy, married September, 1936. 
Children : None. 


Career : Cambridge University, England, Professor, 1933-37; 
University of Chicago, Professor, 1937. 


Other Awards : Bruce Medal, Astronomical Society of the 








Pacific, 1952; 


Gold Medal, Royal Astronomical Society, 1953; 
Rumford Medal, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 


1957; 
Royal Medal, Royal Society, 1962; 
National Science Medal, 1966. 


Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar 
is the second Indian to win the 
Nobel Prize for physics, the first 
being his uncle Sir. CV. Raman. 
He was awarded the Prize in 1983, 
In honouring him the Academy 
noted his lifetime of scientific cont- 


butions, but cited in particular, his 
study of the structure of ‘white ” 
dwarfs’ as his “possibly best known 
achievement.” He noted that only 
small stars with a mass less than 
1.44 times the mass of the sun 
could crystalise into ‘white dwarfs 








Despite India being the second 
largest populated country in the 
world, one finds that since the 
award was instituted in 1901, only 


five of our countrymen have won 
this prize 

Is this not a matter of regret for 
all of us? 








| Conduded 








Facts compiled by, 
C.T. PUVI ARASU. 








5 Though I study day and night 
Nothing goes into my brain. 
But day and night I still work hard 
Which causes me much strain 


Yet people say knowledge is power. 

0 When can you say that you'can 
mt Hide behind schooling as a cover? 

JD» Yet people sy, "School is fun” 

too say that school is fun 

And it is done by everyone. 

One becomes a doctor 

One becomes a teacher 

One becomes a scientist 

‘One becomes. 








GRANNY S 


TALES 








When Granny tells a tale, it is always exciting. In the 
afternoon after lunchwhen the kitchen has been cleared away, 
granny spreads a mat on the floor of her room, takes a plate of 
beetle leaves and nuts and makes pan for all of us. We crowd 
around her and beg her for a story. 





When I was.ten years old, | 
was very naughty and out 
spoken, One dat, I saw an 


English magazine that showed 
women with short hair, and on an 
impulse, | took a pair of scissors 
and looking at myself in the mirror, 
clipped off my plait, You can 
imagine the result 


“Ammal” | cried, excitedly dis 
playing my short higgeldy-piggeldy 


curls to her. Since we lived as a, 
joint family, not only was my mother Anand was 
present, but also my two aunts, brother... he died before 


‘my grandma, 
“Beeee,..” screamed my mother. 
“Aiyo!” shrieked my aunts 
“Oh, girl scolded my grandma, 
“What have you done to your 
hair?” 


“ve cut it short like English 
girls,” said I, a litle frightened by 
their reactions. 

“Oho!” said my Grandma, “I 
told you not to leave those books 
Iying around, Radha! Now look at 
this git!” 

“What shall I do now?" wailed 
my mother wringing her hands. 
“Tomorrow is Anand’s wedding 
and how can I show her there like 
this?” 


my elder 


you were born... Prepara 


tions were complete for his 
wedding which was to take place 
the next day. It was important for 
me to be present. 

By then, | realized the impor: 





tance of my cutoff tresses. 
“Where have you left the cut 
hair?” asked my grandma. 
“Lin my r-toom.” 
“Very well, let’s see what can be 
done,” said she. And the four 
upset women followed ten-year: 
‘old me to my room. There laymy 
long, long plait, looking very funny 
‘on the floor. My mother pounced 
on them and’ shed regretful tears 
‘over them. 
“What beautiful hair! What 
beautiful hair!” she moaned. 





The wedding day dawned 
and my hair was well-oiled, 
flattened and my cut off 

plait somehow attached to the rest 

of my hair. Stil | looked funny, 
with a short lock or two sticking 
out on the sides, 

After my duties at the wedding, 
my gang and I went out to play. 
Ramesh, the boy next door was 
the den. He ran after me, and | 
ran past his eager hands, my long 
plait flying. And Ramesh caught 
hold of it. “You are out!" he cried 
giving my plait a tug. Out it came, 
and a horrified Ramesh stared at 
the long plait in his hand, while | 
ran off into the distance. 


Stunned by his deed, 
Ramesh went into hiding 
He had pulled the next-door 
‘G's hair out! Wait till they caught 
him. He shuddered at the thought. 
Meanwhile, since Ramesh was 
not to be seen, nor any of my 
other friends, I sailed into the 
marriage tent. Gasps of “oohs” 





‘Anwar : What would you do if@ man: 
‘eating tiger chased you? 
Latshmi : Nothing! 1am only a git! 
K.M, Sarita, aged 11, 
Hospet 388 211 





and “ahs” and shrieks followed 
my entry. Unaware of my short 
curly head, I happily went and sat 
on the bridegroom's lap. 

“Latha!” cried my brother. “Your 
hair” He was stuck for words. My 
father too came towards me. 


“Latha... is it you?” asked he. It 
was all uproar after that. And | 
prompty burst into tears, 

“Latha kanna,” said my father 
soothingly. 

“Don't ery.” 

‘An hour later, 1 was happily 
seated on the bridegroom's lap 
being petted and fed the choisest 
sweets. 


After that, nearly all the girls 

in our street attempted to 

chop off their hair, And 
their mothers had a scolding to 
give me everytime I passed. But 
rnone quite became a heroine as | 
did! (As we all, including Granny 
laughed, I could not help thinking 
that this was one of the funniest 
stories of her childhood I had 
heard.) 


SANDHYA RAMAN 


— ae 
Box’ in an aeroplane? 


‘What does it contain and what is 
its use? 
Sul M. Pati, oged 16, 
Roichur 
Karnataka. 
All aeroplanes are fitted with 
two ‘Black Boxes’, as they are 


called. They are in fact orange in 
colour. One is the Digital Flight 


Data Recorder (DFDR) and the 


other the Cockpit Voice Record St 


(CvR). 

The DFDR is usually located at 
the rear of the aircraft which i 
less prone to damage at the time 
of acrash. This DFDR records an; 
uninterrupted 25 hours of flight 
data (like speed of aircraft relative 
to outside air, position of the air- 
craft, flight path, the state of the 
engine, temperature, oil quantity, 
flow of fuel and so on.) on a 
magnetic tape that looks like an 
ordinary audio tape 

In the case of an accident, the 
DFDR is removed from the aircraft, 
and the data stored in its fed into 
a digital computer. The computer 
then reconstructs the details of the 
flight and crash of the plane. Thus, 
it is possible to understand how 
the plane crashed and why. 
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The DFDR is crash and fire 
protected so'it survives the crash 
to tellits tale 

The CVR stores the sounds i 
cluding whatever was spoken, 
the cockpit during the last thirty 
minutes of the flight, 


Q : | have heard that 
the planet originated 
from the sun. Is it true? 
B. Anusha lyer, aged 11, 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavon School, 
Nogpur. 
We have dealt with your ques: 
tion in detail in the feature 
Jur Universe’ on page 21, in this 


|What is meant by high tide 
and low tide? 
.. Anand lyer, 
‘Model High School, 
Maharashtra, 
The gravitational pull of the 
sun and moon together cause 
a rise and fall of the surface of the 
sea, twice daily 

On the side of the Earth that 
faces the moon, the sea bulges 
outwards because of the gravita- 
tional pull of the moon. This is 
high tide. 

‘On the side of the Earth that is 
away from the moon the sea is 
pulled inwards, towards the centre 
of the Earth by the same gravita- 
tional pull, This is low tide, 

Twice every month, at new and 
full moon days, the lunar and solar 
gravitational pulls act together to 
Create very high and very low tides. 





Name : Jim Joseph 

Age: 7 years 

Address; 26 311 Rameshwar Sola Road, 
Naranpura, 

Ahmedabad : 13. 

Hobbies : Drawing, stamps, collecting 
pictures, 

Likes to watch cartoon films, 


‘Name: S, Hari Ramakrishnan, 

Age : 12% years 

Address: 84, Raman Nagar, 

Mettur Dam, 

Salem District, 

Pin : 636 403, 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps and coins, 
drawing 

Likes to be a computer engineer and 
painter. 

Dislikes untiiness, 


Name: K. Ashok Kumar 
‘Age: 13 years, 

Address :2 — 7/9, Sundaram Nagar, 
Singampunari » 624 502, 

P. P.M, District. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, gardening, 
reading 

Dislikes drawing and painting. 





Name : CV, Krishnan 

Age : 13 years 

Address :30C, Karunanidhi Nagar, 
‘Old Sungam, 

Coimbatore - 641 045. 

Hobbies: Reading, quizzing cricket, foot 
ball 





Name: Arvind Swaminathan, 

Age : 12 years 

Address: 24, Tilak Street, 

Tt Nagar, 

Madras - 600 017, 

Hobbies : Sports, especially table tennis, 
collecting stamps, coins, tickets and 
posters, reading and drawing. 

Lites ice creams, chocolates and eatables 
seasoned with chill and salt, 

Dislikes sweets, 





Name : Asma Parveen 

Age : 15 years 

‘Address: No, 35, 3rd Cross, 

9th Main, Srirampuram, 

Bangalore - 560 021 

Hobbies : Needlework, music, games, 
collecting stamps and coins 

Reading comics. 








Name : Arathi Lakshmi 
Age : 10 years 

Address :D/o. G, Chandrashekharan, 
7/351, Opp. Chandranagar Colony, 
Coimbatore Road, 

Palghat - 678 007, 

Hobbies : Greetings collection and read: 
ing. 

Likes music and 





nein 


Name : Gopal Srinivasan 
Age : 13 years, 

‘Address: 407, Upstairs, 

1 Link Road, 

IM Block West, 

sdayonagar, 

Bangalore - 560 011, 

Hobbies : Reading comics and novels, 
cycling, posters, badminton, cricket, 
quizzing, stickers, travelling and board 
games 

Likes collecting latest G.K. Information, 
collecting posters and stickers of auto 
‘mobiles, cricket and tennis sports persons, 
eating and collecting books, 

Dislikes being noisy, being a nuisance, 
studying history and civics and algebra, 
borrowing without asking, drawing and 
painting, western music and dance 





The latest sport that has caught public interest is 


Ballooning. A hot air balloon and a basket — and there! You 
‘are soaring up, up, up! 














loons move 8 
e.wind Blows, 


sand can stay In 
over 20 hours if 
well regulated. 


the air for 
the fuel is 








“OPPOSE 
THE MEENAKSHI ) | 
TEMPLE 








Kitty : once had to live on a can of 
e Gesu rice. 1S Opposite 
tveans for three days, we Gesu rice. fr nous 


Muah : My goodness! Weren't you 
rid of fling off? — 
but Co 
(were Ave Bam) Exon Onier, 
Orcousse | 


K. Varadharasan, Madras 600 017, 


























TTinku : Why's your brother so small? 
Rinku : He is my half-brother! 


anesh, aged 15, 
“610 205, 





Father : What are your test grades this 


time? 
Son : Underwater! 
Father : What? 
Son : They are all under C-level! 
R.G. Gandhebar, 
Madras. 


Mummy : Padma aunty has a new 
baby, Kamala 
‘Kamala : Why? What wes wrong with 
the old one? 
‘Geetha 





m3 
‘SEONG 
tikes 



















CAN GET 42 1s5uES 
oF 'GOKULAM’ 















Wit DON'T You SuBscAIBE 
0 'GOKULAM'? THEN 
You TO wT 
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